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The feast day of Saint Alphonsus de Liguori, the founder of the 

Congregation of the Most Holy Redeemer, is August 1. He founded the 

Redemptorist order in the eighteenth century to preach Jesus Christ’s 

plentiful redemption to the poor and the most abandoned. 

BY DONALD WILL ARD, C. SS.R.
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Recognized, Restored, Redeemed 

rather than allowing ourselves 

to be free to live the life of grace 

offered to us by God. Sin is a 

failure to respond to God’s love 

in a spirit of loving gratitude, 

and therefore it always harms 

our relationship with God. 

We owe God all our love and 

gratitude, but we can’t readily 

show it because we’re bound to 

our sins—caught in a process 

that won’t allow us to act in 

charity and love. Thus we need 

someone to break the cycle, to 

“pay” our redemption. We need some-

one to free us so we can be restored to our 

promised relationship with God. 

Therefore, redemption is really about 

restoring our human dignity as sons and 

daughters of God so we may live again in 

right relationship with one another and 

with God. This redemption, accomplished 

through the self-sacrifi cing love of Jesus, 

continues through the sacraments and in 

our lives in the Spirit.

One type of redemption found in the 

Old Testament involves buying a per-

son out of slavery or bondage. A relative 

or friend could pay a price to “redeem” a 

loved one who had been sold into slavery 

to pay a debt. 

Saint Alphonsus, the Doctor of Confes-

sors and the Doctor of Moral Theology, re-

alized that people are also held in bondage 

or slavery to their sins. We get caught in a 

cycle of letting our selfi sh desires control us 

Spread the News
Redemption through the cross, the 

resurrection, and the sacraments was the 

foundation of Gerard’s spirituality. When 

Gerard was twelve years old, his father 

died. Gerard took a job in a tailor shop to 

support his family. He was often treated in 

a very demeaning manner, so he knew what 

it meant to be held in bondage. 

Saint Gerard knew his personal need for 

a redeemer. He knew his need to have his 

human dignity recognized, restored, and 

redeemed. It’s little wonder that when he 

joined the Redemptorists he took a job in 



the sacristy so he could be 

in the presence of his Re-

deemer as often as possible. 

He passed days in prayer and 

meditation and burned with 

loving adoration of his be-

loved Redeemer present in 

the Eucharist. However, his 

absolute gratitude and love 

to God for his own redemp-

tion couldn’t be confi ned to 

the chapel. He felt a deep de-

sire to share God’s love with 

the world.

Saint Gerard expressed 

his gratitude to God by his 

own selfl ess service to others in need. He 

worked to repair people’s relationships, 

striving to restore their dignity and love for 

God. The miracles attributed to Saint Ge-

rard were actually God’s grace at work. 

Spread the Love
Love begets love. The great love Jesus 

displayed through his cross and resurrec-

tion continues in time as we recall his pas-

sion and resurrection in the sacrifi ce of the 

holy Eucharist. The holy Eucharist invites 

us to be fi lled with the love of God, not just 

for ourselves, but so we can 

share it with everyone. By re-

calling Christ’s own passion, 

Saint Gerard was informed, 

reformed, and transformed 

into a living icon of God’s 

love and grace.

Saint Gerard recognized 

the suffering of his wound-

ed Savior in the wounded 

dignity of people in need. 

God’s love and grace poured 

forth to everyone who ap-

proached Saint Gerard. He 

applied the healing balm of 

love to a wounded world so 

each person’s dignity could be restored 

and redeemed to the image and likeness 

of God. 

Saint Paul said, “You have been pur-

chased at a price” (1 Cor 6:20 and 7:23). 

Moved to deep gratitude by the depth of 

God’s love in the sacrifi ce of Jesus, we “pay 

forward” selfl ess sacrifi ce to our sisters and 

brothers in humanity. 

We’re reminded by Saint Gerard’s life to 

do the same. When the redeeming power 

of God’s love heals our wounds of sin and 

division, we’re fi lled with hope and grati-
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Prayer
O Saint Gerard, you 

are an example 

of the redeeming 

power of God’s love. Help us 

experience the love of God in our 

lives, being ever mindful of the self-

sacrifi cing love of Jesus and off ering 

ourselves as a gift in gratitude. 

Through your intercession, may 

we grow in love of God, love of the 

Church, and love of one another so 

that the dignity of every human 

being is recognized, restored, and 

redeemed in a community of faith. 

We ask this through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, who lives and reigns with the 

Father and the Holy Spirit, one God 

forever and ever. Amen.

tude. We are in a sense “bought back”—

brought back —into our relationships with 

one another and with God. We’re given the 

freedom to live as the children of God. 

Called into communion with one an-

other, we experience God’s healing pres-

ence in the sacraments as a community of 

faith bound by love. Together we experi-

ence God’s presence in our lives. 

Spread the Word
Recognized, restored, and redeemed, we 

take God’s love into the world. Jesus Christ 

in the holy Eucharist is the foundation of 

our lives. We are transformed to continue 

Christ’s mission to the world, to make the 

reign of God more present to the world, 

and to offer charity and love to the world so 

all may know their dignity as people made 

in the image and likeness of God, beloved 

daughters and sons of God. 

Saint Gerard stands as a compelling ex-

ample of how prayer and love unite us to 

God and to one another. Let us continue to 

live our communion in mission with Saint 

Gerard to carry forth the work of redemp-

tion God so wants to share with the world. 

Let us proclaim with Saint Gerard, “With 

Christ there is plentiful redemption.”
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SHOP ONLINE
for additional devotional items, 
resources, and novena supplies.

www.liguori.org
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E-MAIL  MARKETING CODE: NNL-09085

MARKETING CODE NNL-09085
MAIL-IN ORDER FORM

PHONE 800-325-9521 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. (CT) weekdays; St. Louis–area 
customers or outside North America, please call 636-464-2500

FAX 800-325-9526 St. Louis–area customers or outside North America, 
please fax 636-223-1457

MAIL Liguori Publications, One Liguori Drive, Liguori, MO 63057-9999

ONLINE www.liguori.org

� Bill me (Institutional customers only - $20 minimum)

� Payment enclosed $ ____________________
� Charge my credit card

 � MasterCard � Visa � Discover � American Express

Shipping and handling costs will be added to all billed and credit card orders.
Prices, terms, and availability subject to change. Call for quantity discounts.
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HOLY CARD

Saint Gerard Majella
Motherhood Prayer on back
ENGLISH • ID G0070
100 CARDS • $15.00

SPANISH • ID G0095
100 CARDS • $15.00

LEAFLET

Prayers to the Mother’s 
Saint: Saint Gerard
ENGLISH • ID G0045 • 25¢
SPANISH • ID G0047 • 25¢

HOLY CARD

Saint 
Gerard Majella

Respect Life Prayer on back
ENGLISH • ID G0060
100 CARDS • $10.00
SPANISH • ID G0090
100 CARDS • $10.00

Saint Gerard 
Aluminum Medal
Package of 100
ID G0230 • $15.00

Individual Medal
ID G0225 • 25¢ EACH

Saint Gerard
Silver-Finish Medal
With Stainless-
Steel Chain,
Gift-Boxed
ID G0050 • $10.00

LEAFLET

Novena In Honor of 
Saint Gerard Majella

ID GOO42 • 25¢

PORTRAIT

Saint Gerard Print
8” X 10” • ID G0032 • $3.95

St. Gerard Majella:
The Mothers’ Saint
PAMPHLET • ID 804311 • $1.00



Enrollment in the
League of Saint Gerard

Each enrollment is $10.00 and includes a certifi cate, an aluminum 
Saint Gerard medal, a wallet-size picture of Saint Gerard, a prayer 
leafl et, and the booklet Gerard Majella: The Mothers’ Saint.

□ Enroll me in the League of Saint Gerard. 
 (English: G0101; Spanish: G0107)

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY

STATE ZIP

PHONE 

E-MAIL

□ Check this box if you cannot aff ord the enrollment fee; you may
 still participate as a member. Saint Gerard has been good to us.

□ Please send enrollment gifts to the following people:
 (English: G0101; Spanish: G0107)

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP

SIGNATURE ON GIFT CARD

P R AY E R  R E QU E S T S
Please remember the following intentions in the weekly Mass off ered 
in honor of Saint Gerard:

M A S S E S
Please off er the following Mass(es) for my intention(s) as indicated. 
(Masses cannot be off ered on specifi c dates.)

.

.

.

The suggested stipend for a Mass is $5.00.

I have enclosed $ _________ for this purpose.

D ONAT IONS
Please help us continue The League of Saint Gerard and other Liguori Publi-
cations ministries by making a donation or remembering us in your will. Our 
legal title is Redemptorist Fathers dba Liguori Publications, Federal ID 43-
0653409. To make a donation, please use the enclosed envelope or mail to Lig-
uori Publications, One Liguori Drive, Liguori, MO 63057.

Cut along the dotted line.

Send your prayer requests and letters to 
 League of Saint Gerard,

One Liguori Drive, Liguori, MO 63057-9999.

© 2009, Liguori Publications. All rights reserved. No part of this work may be used in any 
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a nonprofi t corporation, is an apostolate of the Redemptorists. To learn more about the 
Redemptorists, visit Redemptorists.com. Scripture texts in this work are taken from 
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Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Washington, D.C. and are used by permission of the 
copyright owner. All Rights Reserved. No part of the New American Bible may be reproduced 
in any form without permission in writing from the copyright owner.
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