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Let His Story Cast
Light on Your Story

FR. DONALD B. WILLARD, C.Ss.R.

Storytelling is an important part of the human experience.
Our lives are full of stories—plays, books, movies, family an-
ecdotes, and even conversations with friends. In fact, most of
our communication consists of stories we relate to each other
through means as elaborate as writing a novel or as simple as
telling a friend about an encounter we had that day.

But storytelling is more than an exchange of information;
it’s an intimate sharing that expresses our deepest selves to
one another.
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Gerard lived the story

SAINT GERARD understood the power
of stories. From a very early age, he loved
to reenact stories, tell jokes, and hear other
people’s stories. During his teenage years,
he reenacted the story of the Passion of Je-
sus Christ. He’d take the role of Jesus and
make his way through the Stations of the
Cross. His friends played the other people
who figured into the crucifixion story.

By engaging the story at a
personal level, Saint Gerard was
able to relate to it in a new way.
The megastory of our redemp-
tion began to form and shape
the story of his own life. Thus,
faced with his own suffering
through illness, Saint Gerard saw his bed,
from which he could not move, as the cross
of Jesus Christ. His pain became the nails
that pierced Jesus’ hands and feet, and his
acceptance of his death became an act of
will of the kind with which Jesus embraced
his cross.

Saint Gerard’s illness wasn’t merely suf-
fering for the sake of suffering. Instead, it
became a suffering that brought hope and
healing to others. Because he saw his own
illness and suffering through the lens of the
megastory of our redemption, Saint Gerard
was able to turn his own death into a sign
of God’s redeeming love. In his own suffer-
ing, Saint Gerard perfected the sufferings
of Christ through participation in the life,
death, and resurrection of Christ.

We live the story

OUR PARTICIPATION in the redeem-
ing value of the cross is a mystery, but that
doesn’t make it less real. The story of re-

demption can be reenacted in our lives if
we realize that our ministories are really
part of the megastory continuously bring-
ing the world to perfection through salva-
tion and redemption. And if our stories are
part of a larger story of redemption, then
our stories always have the hope of resur-
rection.

And so, as we begin a new year, as we re-
flect on the stories of our lives, were faced
with a question: “How does my
life reflect the megastory of re-
demption and salvation?” Only
by asking this question, as Saint
Gerard did, can we experience
the hope of resurrection.

Our lives are full of stories of
the last year. Many of our stories haven’t
ended, and others are only beginning. God
continues to be with us in every event of our
lives. Thus, every story is really just anoth-
er chapter in the story of our salvation his-
tory as presented in the Bible. God’s story
is always one of hope, freedom, and love.
God’s story is always a comedy that brings
resurrection.

Where in our own stories can we see
the possibility of hope, freedom, and love?
Where in the midst of our stories is the hope
of resurrection? Sometimes the answer is
obvious, but often it’s not so clear.

We are Jesus’ coauthors

IN MOMENTS OF darkness and despair,
we can do what Saint Gerard did. We can
turn to Scripture and find a story that
relates to ours. Who are we in the story?
Once we have a personal role in the Bible
story, we can begin to see the hope at the
end of the story. We can begin to have an

exchange of persons between Jesus Christ,
the Word of God, and ourselves. We can
have an intimate sharing, we can have the
hope of resurrection, and we can have a
new life that is ready to dawn.

This is the Good News: Redemption has
already been won for us at the cross, our
resurrection is at hand, and we’ve been set
free to be the children of God. Therefore,
if our stories show us no hope, if our sto-
ries show us only fear, if our stories show
us only despair, then perhaps it’s helpful to
realize that this is only one chapter in the
story of our lives.

Who will write the next chapter? Will
we work with Jesus to write it? How can we
write that chapter with Jesus in a way that
changes the situation and brings the res-
urrection and new life back into the story
of our lives? The changes may be hard, but
when we look to Jesus and his story, we can
personally claim the hope of resurrection.
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Imighty God, you are the author of

life. Help us write the stories of our
lives so we may experience the power
of the resurrection. Help us move from
fear to freedom, from discord to love,
and from despair to hope. Help us be

like Saint Gerard in recognizing that
we are your witnesses and that you are
always with us. Help us remember that
the difficulties of life are only chapters
in a larger story and that in the next
chapter are opportunities for grace,
reconciliation, healing, life, and love.
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ
who is Lord forever and ever. Amen.
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Living the Ten Dealing With
Commandments Infertility

As a Catholic Today A Guide for Catholics

PAPERBACK ° 96 PAGES DELUXE PAMPHLET
818493 - $10.95 48 PAGES
ID 816369 * 31.95

Mary Lee Barron Php, RN, FNP-BC

Through

Another Lens
Reflections on the
Gospels: Year C

Essays and spiritual poetry to
deepen your understanding of
the Year C Sunday Gospels.

PAPERBACK ¢ 144 PAGES
817731 » $14.95

When a Pregnancy
Ends in Miscarriage
PAMPHLET

24 PAGES * $1.00
ENGLISH: ID 816611
SPANISH: ID 816628

Natural Family
Planning

A Catholic Approach
Liguori’s new booklet explains
Church-approved techniques for
achieving pregnancy.

BOOKLET ¢ 48 PAGES ¢ $4.95

ENGLISH: 818332
SPANISH: 818554

For more information about Saint Gerard, visit
www.liguorian.org and click on Saints/Holy People.



HOLY CARD

St. Gerard Majella

LIGUORI PUBLICATIONS
‘ONE LIGUORI DRIVE + LIGUORI, MO 63057

HOLY CARD
Saint
Gerard Majella

Respect Life Prayer on back

ENGLISH ¢ ID G0060
100 CARDS ° $10.00
SPANISH ¢ ID G0090
100 CARDS ° $10.00

St. erafd

LEAFLET
Novena In Honor of
Saint Gerard Majella
ID GOO42 « 25¢

Sl' GERARD

MAJELLA

The

Tothers’
Saint

Saint Gerard
Silver-Finish Medal
With Stainless-
Steel Chain,
Gift-Boxed

ID G0O050 * $10.00

PORTRAIT
Saint Gerard Print
8” X 10” « ID GO032 » $3.95

Saint Gerard Majella
Motherhood Prayer on back

ENGLISH ¢ ID G0O070
100 CARDS * $15.00

SPANISH ¢ ID G0095
100 CARDS ¢ $15.00

St. Gerard Majella

LEAGUE OF ST. GERARD
THE REDEMPTORISTS
One Liguor Drive » Liguor, MO 63057

Prayers to LEAFLET
THE MOTHER’S Prayers to the Mother’s
SAINT Saint: Saint Gerard

ENGLISH ¢ ID G0045 * 25¢
SPANISH ¢ ID G0047 » 25¢

«FRIEND TO THE POOR * HEALER OF THE

SPIRITUAL MENTOR = MODEL OF PRAYER = SERVANT OF RECONCILIATION

Novena in
honor of
Saint
Gerard
Majella
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St. Gerard Majella:

The Mothers’ Saint
o PAMPHLET ¢ ID 804311 » $1.00

Saint Gerard

Aluminum Medal

Package of 100
ID G0230  $15.00

Individual Medal
ID G0225 ¢ 25¢ EACH

for additional devotional items,
resources, and novena supplies.

www.liguori.org
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PHONE 800-325-9521 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. (CT) weekdays; St. Louis-area
customers or outside North America, please call 636-464-2500

FAX 800-325-9526 St. Louis—area customers or outside North America,
please fax 636-223-1457

MAIL Liguori Publications, One Liguori Drive, Liguori, MO 63057-9999
ONLINE www.liguori.org

QTY | ID NUMBER TITLE PRICE TOTAL
SUBTOTAL
SHIPPING AND HANDLING (17% OF TOTAL, $4.00 MINIMUM)
TOTAL
[ Bill me (institutional customers only - $20 minimum)
[0 Payment enclosed $
[J Charge my credit card
[0 MasterCard [ Visa 1 Discover [0 American Express
I [ [ [
SIGNATURE
EXPIRATION DATE
NAME
ADDRESS
CITY
STATE ZIP CODE
PHONE
FAX
E-MAIL MARKETING CODE: NNL-10085

Shipping and handling costs will be added to all billed and credit card orders.
Prices, terms, and availability subject to change. Call for quantity discounts.



Enrollment in the
League of Saint Gerard

Each enrollment is $10.00 and includes a certificate, an aluminum
Saint Gerard medal, a wallet-size picture of Saint Gerard, a prayer

leaflet, and the booklet Gerard Majella: The Mothers’ Saint.

[]Enroll me in the League of Saint Gerard.
(English: G0101; Spanish: G0107)

NAME

ADDRESS

CcTy

STATE ZIP

PHONE

E-MAIL

[] Check this box if you cannot afford the enrollment fee; you may
still participate as a member. Saint Gerard has been good to us.

[] Please send enroliment gifts to the following people:
(English: G0101; Spanish: G0107)

NAME

ADDRESS

CTy STATE ZIP

NAME

ADDRESS

Ty STATE ZIP

SIGNATURE ON GIFT CARD

PRAYER REQUESTS

Please remember the following intentions in the weekly Mass offered

in honor of Saint Gerard:

MASSES

Please offer the following Mass(es) for my intention(s) as indicated.

(Masses cannot be offered on specific dates.)

The suggested stipend for a Mass is $5.00.

I have enclosed $ for this purpose.

DONATIONS

Please help us continue The League of Saint Gerard and other Liguori Publi-
cations ministries by making a donation or remembering us in your will. Our
legal title is Redemptorist Fathers dba Liguori Publications, Federal ID 43-
0653409. To make a donation, please use the enclosed envelope or mail to Lig-

uori Publications, One Liguori Drive, Liguori, MO 63057.
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Send your prayer requests and letters to League of
Saint Gerard, One Liguori Drive, Liguori, MO 63057-9999
or e-mail us at newsletters@liguori.org
(type “Saint Gerard” in the subject line)

Chicken Soup
for the Soul

Devotional Stories
for Women

PAPERBACK * 400 PAGES
096481 » $14.95

Chicken Soup
for the Soul

Living Catholic Faith
101 Stories to Offer Hope, Deepen

Ghicken Soup
for the(S)oul
@m

101 Dally
Devotions to

Comfort, Encourage,
o and Inspire

b Women -

Susan M. Heim
& Karen Talcott

With a foreword by Jennifer Sands,
Christian author and speaker

Faith, and Spread Love

PAPERBACK ¢ 400 PAGES
096238 * $14.95

Gerard Mdjella
Mothers'Saini

An Hour With Saint Gerard Majella
PAMPHLET + 812231 « $1.00

St. Gerard Note Cards
FOLDED SIZE 6-1/4 X 4-1/2"
10 CARDS WITH 10 ENVELOPES * A0280 » $10.95

Gerard Majella: The Mothers’ Saint
BOOKLET * 437061 * $3.95

Meditative Novena to Saint Gerard Majella
DELUXE PAMPHLET 812224 ¢ $1.95
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